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JUSTIFICATION  BY  FAITH  EXEMPLIFIED  IN  ABRAHAM 
BIBLE TEXT  :  RRoommaannss  44::11--2255;;    GGeenneessiiss  1122::11--33;;    1155::44--66 

LESSON 383    Senior Course 

MEMORY VERSE: ““WWiitthh  tthhee  hheeaarrtt  mmaann  bbeelliieevveetthh  uunnttoo  rriigghhtteeoouussnneessss;;  aanndd  wwiitthh  tthhee  mmoouutthh  ccoonnffeessssiioonn  iiss  

mmaaddee  uunnttoo  ssaallvvaattiioonn””  ((RRoommaannss  1100::1100)).. 

BIBLE TEXT  in King James 

Version 

BIBLE REFERENCES: 

+ 
Romans 4:1-25  
1  What shall we say then that 
Abraham our father, as 
pertaining to the flesh, hath 
found?  
2  For if Abraham were 
justified by works, he hath 
whereof to glory; but not 
before God.  
3  For what saith the scripture? 
Abraham believed God, and it 
was counted unto him for 
righteousness.  
4  Now to him that worketh is 
the reward not reckoned of 
grace, but of debt.  
5  But to him that worketh not, 
but believeth on him that 
justifieth the ungodly, his faith 
is counted for righteousness.  
6  Even as David also 
describeth the blessedness of 
the man, unto whom God 
imputeth righteousness 
without works,  
7  Saying, Blessed are they 
whose iniquities are forgiven, 
and whose sins are covered.  
8  Blessed is the man to whom 
the Lord will not impute sin.  
9  Cometh this blessedness 
then upon the circumcision 
only, or upon the 
uncircumcision also? for we 
say that faith was reckoned to 
Abraham for righteousness.  
10  How was it then reckoned? 
when he was in circumcision, 
or in uncircumcision? Not in 
circumcision, but in 
uncircumcision.  

 
I   Righteousness by Faith 

1. Abraham received righteousness by faith and not by works, Romans 
4:1-3; Genesis 15:6;  

Galatians 3:6  
6  Even as Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to 
him for righteousness.  

James 2:23  
23  And the scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham 
believed God, and it was imputed unto him for 

righteousness: and he was called the Friend of God.  

2. If salvation came by works it would be a debt due us from God, and 

not free grace, Romans 4:4, 5; 
RRoommaannss  1111::66    

66    AAnndd  iiff  bbyy  ggrraaccee,,  tthheenn  iiss  iitt  nnoo  mmoorree  ooff  wwoorrkkss::  ootthheerrwwiissee  

ggrraaccee  iiss  nnoo  mmoorree  ggrraaccee..  BBuutt  iiff  iitt  bbee  ooff  wwoorrkkss,,  tthheenn  iiss  iitt  nnoo  

mmoorree  ggrraaccee::  ootthheerrwwiissee  wwoorrkk  iiss  nnoo  mmoorree  wwoorrkk.. 

3. David bears testimony to the same doctrine, Romans 4:6-8;  
Psalm 32:1  

1  Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is 
covered.  

Psalm 32:2  
2  Blessed is the man unto whom the LORD imputeth not 

iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no guile.  

 
II  The Blessings of Faith for Both the Circumcised and 

Uncircumcised 
1. Abraham was justified by faith before he was circumcised, that he 

might be the father of all them that believe, Romans 4:9-12; 
GGaallaattiiaannss  33::77    

77    KKnnooww  yyee  tthheerreeffoorree  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  wwhhiicchh  aarree  ooff  ffaaiitthh,,  tthhee  ssaammee  

aarree  tthhee  cchhiillddrreenn  ooff  AAbbrraahhaamm.. 

2. The promise was made to Abraham through the righteousness of 
faith and not by the Law, Romans 4:13-17; Genesis 12:1-3;  

Galatians 3:18  
18  For if the inheritance be of the law, it is no more of 
promise: but God gave it to Abraham by promise.  

Galatians 3:29  
29  And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and 
heirs according to the promise.  

 

III  Description of Abraham’s Faith 

1. From the natural it was impossible for Abraham to have a son, but 
he believed in God who instituted the laws of nature and was 

able to work aside from the laws of nature, Romans 4:18-22;  
GGeenneessiiss  1155::44--66    

44    AAnndd,,  bbeehhoolldd,,  tthhee  wwoorrdd  ooff  tthhee  LLOORRDD  ccaammee  uunnttoo  hhiimm,,  ssaayyiinngg,,  

TThhiiss  sshhaallll  nnoott  bbee  tthhiinnee  hheeiirr;;  bbuutt  hhee  tthhaatt  sshhaallll  ccoommee  ffoorrtthh  oouutt  

ooff  tthhiinnee  oowwnn  bboowweellss  sshhaallll  bbee  tthhiinnee  hheeiirr..    
55    AAnndd  hhee  bbrroouugghhtt  hhiimm  ffoorrtthh  aabbrrooaadd,,  aanndd  ssaaiidd,,  LLooookk  nnooww  

ttoowwaarrdd  hheeaavveenn,,  aanndd  tteellll  tthhee  ssttaarrss,,  iiff  tthhoouu  bbee  aabbllee  ttoo  nnuummbbeerr  

tthheemm::  aanndd  hhee  ssaaiidd  uunnttoo  hhiimm,,  SSoo  sshhaallll  tthhyy  sseeeedd  bbee..    
66    AAnndd  hhee  bbeelliieevveedd  iinn  tthhee  LLOORRDD;;  aanndd  hhee  ccoouunntteedd  iitt  ttoo  hhiimm  ffoorr  

rriigghhtteeoouussnneessss..    

HHeebbrreewwss  1111::1111    
1111    TThhrroouugghh  ffaaiitthh  aallssoo  SSaarraa  hheerrsseellff  rreecceeiivveedd  ssttrreennggtthh  ttoo  
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11  And he received the sign of 
circumcision, a seal of the 
righteousness of the faith 
which he had yet being 
uncircumcised: that he might 
be the father of all them that 
believe, though they be not 
circumcised; that 
righteousness might be 
imputed unto them also:  
12  And the father of 
circumcision to them who are 
not of the circumcision only, 
but who also walk in the steps 
of that faith of our father 
Abraham, which he had being 
yet uncircumcised.  
13  For the promise, that he 
should be the heir of the 
world, was not to Abraham, or 
to his seed, through the law, 
but through the righteousness 
of faith.  
14  For if they which are of the 
law be heirs, faith is made 
void, and the promise made of 
none effect:  
15  Because the law worketh 
wrath: for where no law is, 
there is no transgression.  
16  Therefore it is of faith, that 
it might be by grace; to the 
end the promise might be sure 
to all the seed; not to that 
only which is of the law, but 
to that also which is of the 
faith of Abraham; who is the 
father of us all,  
17  (As it is written, I have 
made thee a father of many 
nations,) before him whom he 
believed, even God, who 
quickeneth the dead, and 
calleth those things which be 
not as though they were.  
18  Who against hope believed 
in hope, that he might 
become the father of many 
nations, according to that 
which was spoken, So shall 

ccoonncceeiivvee  sseeeedd,,  aanndd  wwaass  ddeelliivveerreedd  ooff  aa  cchhiilldd  wwhheenn  sshhee  wwaass  

ppaasstt  aaggee,,  bbeeccaauussee  sshhee  jjuuddggeedd  hhiimm  ffaaiitthhffuull  wwhhoo  hhaadd  pprroommiisseedd..    

HHeebbrreewwss  1111::1122    
1122    TThheerreeffoorree  sspprraanngg  tthheerree  eevveenn  ooff  oonnee,,  aanndd  hhiimm  aass  ggoooodd  aass  

ddeeaadd,,  ssoo  mmaannyy  aass  tthhee  ssttaarrss  ooff  tthhee  sskkyy  iinn  mmuullttiittuuddee,,  aanndd  aass  

tthhee  ssaanndd  wwhhiicchh  iiss  bbyy  tthhee  sseeaa  sshhoorree  iinnnnuummeerraabbllee.. 

2. This account was left on record for our salvation, that we might 

believe on Christ who died for our sins and was raised for our 
justification, Romans 4:23-25;  

22  CCoorriinntthhiiaannss  55::2211    
2211    FFoorr  hhee  hhaatthh  mmaaddee  hhiimm  ttoo  bbee  ssiinn  ffoorr  uuss,,  wwhhoo  kknneeww  nnoo  ssiinn;;  

tthhaatt  wwee  mmiigghhtt  bbee  mmaaddee  tthhee  rriigghhtteeoouussnneessss  ooff  GGoodd  iinn  hhiimm..    

GGaallaattiiaannss  11::44    
44    WWhhoo  ggaavvee  hhiimmsseellff  ffoorr  oouurr  ssiinnss,,  tthhaatt  hhee  mmiigghhtt  ddeelliivveerr  uuss  

ffrroomm  tthhiiss  pprreesseenntt  eevviill  wwoorrlldd,,  aaccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  wwiillll  ooff  GGoodd  aanndd  

oouurr  FFaatthheerr::    

11  PPeetteerr  11::2211    
2211    WWhhoo  bbyy  hhiimm  ddoo  bbeelliieevvee  iinn  GGoodd,,  tthhaatt  rraaiisseedd  hhiimm  uupp  ffrroomm  

tthhee  ddeeaadd,,  aanndd  ggaavvee  hhiimm  gglloorryy;;  tthhaatt  yyoouurr  ffaaiitthh  aanndd  hhooppee  mmiigghhtt  

bbee  iinn  GGoodd..  

Notes:   
The Voice of God 

Abraham came from a land of heathen darkness.  Possibly the 

people were like those Paul describes in  ((RRoommaannss  11::2211--3322    
2211    BBeeccaauussee  tthhaatt,,  wwhheenn  tthheeyy  kknneeww  GGoodd,,  tthheeyy  gglloorriiffiieedd  hhiimm  nnoott  aass  GGoodd,,  

nneeiitthheerr  wweerree  tthhaannkkffuull;;  bbuutt  bbeeccaammee  vvaaiinn  iinn  tthheeiirr  iimmaaggiinnaattiioonnss,,  aanndd  tthheeiirr  

ffoooolliisshh  hheeaarrtt  wwaass  ddaarrkkeenneedd..  2222    PPrrooffeessssiinngg  tthheemmsseellvveess  ttoo  bbee  wwiissee,,  tthheeyy  

bbeeccaammee  ffoooollss,,  2233    AAnndd  cchhaannggeedd  tthhee  gglloorryy  ooff  tthhee  uunnccoorrrruuppttiibbllee  GGoodd  iinnttoo  

aann  iimmaaggee  mmaaddee  lliikkee  ttoo  ccoorrrruuppttiibbllee  mmaann,,  aanndd  ttoo  bbiirrddss,,  aanndd  ffoouurrffooootteedd  

bbeeaassttss,,  aanndd  ccrreeeeppiinngg  tthhiinnggss..  2244    WWhheerreeffoorree  GGoodd  aallssoo  ggaavvee  tthheemm  uupp  ttoo  

uunncclleeaannnneessss  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  lluussttss  ooff  tthheeiirr  oowwnn  hheeaarrttss,,  ttoo  ddiisshhoonnoouurr  tthheeiirr  

oowwnn  bbooddiieess  bbeettwweeeenn  tthheemmsseellvveess::  2255    WWhhoo  cchhaannggeedd  tthhee  ttrruutthh  ooff  GGoodd  iinnttoo  

aa  lliiee,,  aanndd  wwoorrsshhiippppeedd  aanndd  sseerrvveedd  tthhee  ccrreeaattuurree  mmoorree  tthhaann  tthhee  CCrreeaattoorr,,  

wwhhoo  iiss  bblleesssseedd  ffoorr  eevveerr..  AAmmeenn..  2266    FFoorr  tthhiiss  ccaauussee  GGoodd  ggaavvee  tthheemm  uupp  

uunnttoo  vviillee  aaffffeeccttiioonnss::  ffoorr  eevveenn  tthheeiirr  wwoommeenn  ddiidd  cchhaannggee  tthhee  nnaattuurraall  uussee  

iinnttoo  tthhaatt  wwhhiicchh  iiss  aaggaaiinnsstt  nnaattuurree::  2277    AAnndd  lliikkeewwiissee  aallssoo  tthhee  mmeenn,,  lleeaavviinngg  

tthhee  nnaattuurraall  uussee  ooff  tthhee  wwoommaann,,  bbuurrnneedd  iinn  tthheeiirr  lluusstt  oonnee  ttoowwaarrdd  aannootthheerr;;  

mmeenn  wwiitthh  mmeenn  wwoorrkkiinngg  tthhaatt  wwhhiicchh  iiss  uunnsseeeemmllyy,,  aanndd  rreecceeiivviinngg  iinn  

tthheemmsseellvveess  tthhaatt  rreeccoommppeennccee  ooff  tthheeiirr  eerrrroorr  wwhhiicchh  wwaass  mmeeeett..  2288    AAnndd  eevveenn  

aass  tthheeyy  ddiidd  nnoott  lliikkee  ttoo  rreettaaiinn  GGoodd  iinn  tthheeiirr  kknnoowwlleeddggee,,  GGoodd  ggaavvee  tthheemm  

oovveerr  ttoo  aa  rreepprroobbaattee  mmiinndd,,  ttoo  ddoo  tthhoossee  tthhiinnggss  wwhhiicchh  aarree  nnoott  ccoonnvveenniieenntt;;  
2299    BBeeiinngg  ffiilllleedd  wwiitthh  aallll  uunnrriigghhtteeoouussnneessss,,  ffoorrnniiccaattiioonn,,  wwiicckkeeddnneessss,,  

ccoovveettoouussnneessss,,  mmaalliicciioouussnneessss;;  ffuullll  ooff  eennvvyy,,  mmuurrddeerr,,  ddeebbaattee,,  ddeecceeiitt,,  

mmaalliiggnniittyy;;  wwhhiissppeerreerrss,,  3300    BBaacckkbbiitteerrss,,  hhaatteerrss  ooff  GGoodd,,  ddeessppiitteeffuull,,  pprroouudd,,  

bbooaasstteerrss,,  iinnvveennttoorrss  ooff  eevviill  tthhiinnggss,,  ddiissoobbeeddiieenntt  ttoo  ppaarreennttss,,  3311    WWiitthhoouutt  

uunnddeerrssttaannddiinngg,,  ccoovveennaannttbbrreeaakkeerrss,,  wwiitthhoouutt  nnaattuurraall  aaffffeeccttiioonn,,  

iimmppllaaccaabbllee,,  uunnmmeerrcciiffuull::  3322    WWhhoo  kknnoowwiinngg  tthhee  jjuuddggmmeenntt  ooff  GGoodd,,  tthhaatt  

tthheeyy  wwhhiicchh  ccoommmmiitt  ssuucchh  tthhiinnggss  aarree  wwoorrtthhyy  ooff  ddeeaatthh,,  nnoott  oonnllyy  ddoo  tthhee  

ssaammee,,  bbuutt  hhaavvee  pplleeaassuurree  iinn  tthheemm  tthhaatt  ddoo  tthheemm...)  They did not like to 

retain God in their thoughts so God gave them over to all uncleanness.  

But amidst the sin and darkness of the world there was one man to 
whom God could reveal Himself and find a response in his heart; and 

that man was Abraham. 
It is surprising how in a world of sin and darkness, God can speak 

and you will know it is the voice of God.  It is not always in the 

thundering tones of Mount Sinai nor in the still, small voice of Horeb; 
but when He speaks you know it. 

In that land of pagan darkness Abraham recognised the voice of 
God and believed in God.  That faith brought righteousness into his 

soul.  How easy it should be to believe when one is reared in a Gospel 

land and has not been taught to bow down to idols of wood and stone!  
But the devil brought his doctrine of infidelity and unbelief to Eve in the 

Garden of Eden.  He will try to present it to you even in the house of 
God; but remember, Abraham believed God when there was unbelief 

and idolatry all around him. 
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thy seed be.  
19  And being not weak in 
faith, he considered not his 
own body now dead, when he 
was about an hundred years 
old, neither yet the deadness 
of Sara's womb:  
20   He staggered not at the 
promise of God through 
unbelief; but was strong in 
faith, giving glory to God;  
21  And being fully persuaded 
that, what he had promised, 
he was able also to perform.  
22  And therefore it was 
imputed to him for 
righteousness.  
23  Now it was not written for 
his sake alone, that it was 
imputed to him;  
24  But for us also, to whom it 
shall be imputed, if we believe 
on him that raised up Jesus 
our Lord from the dead;  
25  Who was delivered for our 
offences, and was raised 
again for our justification.  
Genesis 12:1-3  
1  Now the LORD had said 
unto Abram, Get thee out of 
thy country, and from thy 
kindred, and from thy father's 
house, unto a land that I will 
shew thee:  
2  And I will make of thee a 
great nation, and I will bless 
thee, and make thy name 
great; and thou shalt be a 
blessing:  
3  And I will bless them that 
bless thee, and curse him that 
curseth thee: and in thee shall 
all families of the earth be 
blessed.  
Genesis 15:4-6  
4  And, behold, the word of the 
LORD came unto him, saying, 
This shall not be thine heir; 
but he that shall come forth 
out of thine own bowels shall 

Father of All Who Believe 

Abraham had been a heathen, but God pardoned him and took him 
and his posterity into a special covenant whereby his seed was to 

possess the earth.  Abraham was justified in the only way in which a 
sinner can be justified: by the mercy of God and by faith and 

obedience.  Through faith he became the great head or father of all 

them that believe.  In patriarchal times it was great to be a father, 
greater still to be the father of a tribe; and it was the greatest of 

greatness to be the father of many nations. 
That the just were justified by faith is clearly shown in the life of 

Abraham.  He believed God and it was counted to him for 
righteousness.  Long before the Lord sealed the Covenant with 

Abraham and his posterity by the seal of circumcision, Abraham was 

justified by faith.  We are not told just how or when Abraham first 
believed God; but God called, and he obeyed the call.  It was not only 

obedience to the call that justified Abraham but also faith that brought 
him into favour with God.  Good works follow the uniting of our hearts 

with God by faith.  James says, “Shew me thy faith without thy works, 

and I will shew thee my faith by my works.”  There were Jews in Rome 
saying one must be circumcised to be right with God. They wee trying 

to bring Christianity back under the Law.  Paul states that one cannot 
be under the Law of Moses and under grace through Jesus Christ at 

the same time.  Just so, you cannot unite works with justification.  If 
works unite us to God, then it is of debt and not of mercy that we are 

saved.  But it is God’s mercy that saves us, and not works. (GGaallaattiiaannss  

22::1166  1166    KKnnoowwiinngg  tthhaatt  aa  mmaann  iiss  nnoott  jjuussttiiffiieedd  bbyy  tthhee  wwoorrkkss  ooff  tthhee  llaaww,,  

bbuutt  bbyy  tthhee  ffaaiitthh  ooff  JJeessuuss  CChhrriisstt,,  eevveenn  wwee  hhaavvee  bbeelliieevveedd  iinn  JJeessuuss  CChhrriisstt,,  

tthhaatt  wwee  mmiigghhtt  bbee  jjuussttiiffiieedd  bbyy  tthhee  ffaaiitthh  ooff  CChhrriisstt,,  aanndd  nnoott  bbyy  tthhee  wwoorrkkss  

ooff  tthhee  llaaww::  ffoorr  bbyy  tthhee  wwoorrkkss  ooff  tthhee  llaaww  sshhaallll  nnoo  fflleesshh  bbee  jjuussttiiffiieedd..    

GGaallaattiiaannss  33::1111  1111    BBuutt  tthhaatt  nnoo  mmaann  iiss  jjuussttiiffiieedd  bbyy  tthhee  llaaww  iinn  tthhee  ssiigghhtt  

ooff  GGoodd,,  iitt  iiss  eevviiddeenntt::  ffoorr,,  TThhee  jjuusstt  sshhaallll  lliivvee  bbyy  ffaaiitthh...) 

How many poor sinners who did not have one good deed to 

recommend them to God have knelt and cried for mercy and have 
found pardoning grace.  They believed the promise and were accepted 

by the Son. 
David says:  “Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, those 

sin is covered.” 

Real Christianity 
We have those who profess to believe in Jesus Christ but expect 

their church membership, their good deeds of mercy, their external 
works to gain them an entrance into Heaven.  But Jesus said, “Ye must 

be born again” (John 3:7).  They skip over that experience and merely 
assent with their mind to the story of Jesus. 

The Bible says:  “For with the heart man believeth unto 

righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation” 
(Romans 10:10).  They are blind and are led by blind leaders and will 

“fall into the ditch” together. 
Sinners who acknowledge their helplessness and plead to God for 

mercy find forgiveness.  Through faith they are pardoned and find 

cleansing from all their sins.  “For when we were yet without strength, 
in due time Christ died for the ungodly” (Romans 5:6). 

As Jesus’ death is atonement for our sins, so His resurrection is the 
proof and pledge of our eternal life. 

The Seed of Abraham 

Years went by. The Lord led Abraham out under the canopy of 
Heaven one night and said, as it were, “Abraham look up!  Count the 

stars!  So shall thy seed be.  Do you see all these tiny grains of sand?  
Can you count them?  Then you will be able to number your seed.” 

Abraham had no child and he and Sara had grown old.  From a 
natural standpoint, all hope had fled for them to have a child.  But 
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be thine heir.  
5  And he brought him forth 
abroad, and said, Look now 
toward heaven, and tell the 
stars, if thou be able to 
number them: and he said 
unto him, So shall thy seed 
be.  
6  And he believed in the 
LORD; and he counted it to 
him for righteousness.  
 

Abraham staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief.  

Where is the materialist who sees only nature’s law?  Abraham did not 
belong to that class.  He staggered not, but hoped against hope.  

Through that firm, unwavering faith he became the father of faith.  We 
who believe are the children of Abraham.  The Jews would like to hold 

that they alone are the children of Abraham.  Paul says that he is not a 

Jew who is one outwardly but he is a Jew who is one inwardly.  He 
declares that the promise was given to Abraham while he was still a 

Gentile, and that the promise was to his Seed, which was one, even 
Christ.  If we have been born into the family of God through the new 

birth, we are Christ’s seed and are the progenies of Abraham. 
Isaac’s birth was a miracle.  Christ’s birth was a miracle.  The “new 

birth” is a miracle.  Abraham did not know how God was going to make 

his seed as numberless as the sand of the seas, but he knew there was 
nothing impossible with God. Christians are those who believe after the 

example of Abraham. They are the spiritual seed. The promise of 
salvation is to them who believe in Christ, for He is the promised Seed. 

QUESTIONS 

1. How did Abraham obtain justification?  How do we obtain it? 
2. Why was Abraham called the father of the faithful? 

3. Tell how the Gentiles are included in the promise to Abraham. 
4. Was the promise made to Abraham through the giving of the 

Law? 
5. The Scripture says Abraham was strong in faith.  Give incidents. 

  

 
 

 

 

 


